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How does that saying go? In like a
Lion, out like a Lamb? Or is it the
other way around? Whichever
direction March weather takes, |
can’t help but to reflect on these
words as they relate to Jesus,
especially as we approach Easter.
Jesus is both the Lion and the
Lamb, and that is so very exciting
to me. However, we can’t say
Jesus came in like a Lion and he
went out like a Lamb, and we
can’t really say he came in line a
Lamb and went out like a Lion,
either. Through Lent, we take an
inward look at the areas in our
faith walk where we know we’ve
struggled, and we come to the
realization we need the Lamb of
God more than we might have
realized before. In this particular
season of Lent, we are also
considering the gifts God has
given to us through the
crucifixion, and we come to the
realization that the Lion of Judah
is the pinnacle of God’s good plan
for this world. One day, Jesus will
reign over everything and
everyone. Every knee will bow
and every tongue confess, that he
is King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
That doesn’t take away from the
fact that Jesus is the Lamb of God.
And although the death of Christ
on the cross was a sacrifice to pay
the punishment for our sin, it
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doesn’t take away from the fact
that Jesus was, and still is, the
Lion of Judah that is pointed out
from Genesis to Revelation. An
especially blessed gift we have
this year in our daily Lenten
readings is a reflection given by
Steve Cummings, which is
highlighted on our website. You
can find these reflections through
a link at the top of the website
and in the app, along with daily
readings that come from our
series, “He Chose the Nails,” by
Max Lucado. Be encouraged to
read through these reflections
and passages. One more bit of
encouragement I'd like to remind
you of is regarding our time with
Mike Morgan last month. He gave
us a handful of questions, and
three months to work on our
responses. 1. Have you spoken
with anyone about Jesus Christ
since February 1st? 2. Have they
had a second conversation with
you? 3. Are they worshipping
with you now? How often? 4.
Who are the next three persons
you will pray for and invite to
worship? Have a blessed March;
and keep praying, keep inviting,
and keep sharing Jesus through
these weeks ahead.

In Christ,
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REACH: “READ ... REVIVE...RESTORE”

This is a new addition to the monthly newsletter from the REACH
Ministry: May it be “Good Reading, Reviving the Holy Spirit, and

MARCH is a month of Renewal, Balance and Personal Growth.

RENEWAL...This is a time when we move from winter and transition to spring.
It is a time for growth and practicing resilience, encouraging individuals to set
fresh intentions and embrace new challenges. March symbolizes the arrival of
spring, inviting us to welcome change and find joy.

Isaiah 40:31 — “But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength; they
will soar on wings like eagles, they will run and not grow weary, they will walk
and not faint.”

BALANCE...Around the March Equinox (March 20) is often seen as a time for
transformation. The natural world begins to awaken, and we are challenged to
reflect on our own balance in life. It is thought that you can stand eggs on end

on this day, (but that has not been proven scientifically!)

Proverbs 16:11 — “Honest scales and balances are from the Lord; all the
weights in the bag are of his making.”

PERSONAL GROWTH...March is a good time to set intentions and begin a
journey of self-improvement. (For example, strive to improve your diet,
practice gratitude, spring clean — yourself and your home, set new goals.)

2 Peter 3:18 — “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. To him be the glory, both now and forever!”

SPECIAL DAYS IN MARCH...

March 8- Daylight Savings Time: Spring ahead! (Remember to turn your
clocks ahead 1 hour so that you'll be on time for church!)

March 17 — St. Patrick’s Day: St. Patrick was a missionary who brought
Christianity to Ireland in the 17" century. It wasn’t easy, as he was banished
from the country early in his work. Later he returned to the nation that had
wronged him, not for revenge, but to share Christ’s love. Green stands for
renewal. The shamrock symbolizes the Holy Trinity.

Theme: Answer God’s call even when it is hard. Choose forgiveness over
bitterness. Trust that one’s faith can change an entire nation.

Matthew 5:44 — “But | tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you.”

March 20 — The First Day of Spring: This is a time of rebirth and hope. It
symbolizes the awakening of creation, as seen in nature, and is a time for
spiritual reflection. Rebirth is the renewal of life, both physically and spiritually.
It is a time of warmth after winter, and we welcome the new growth appearing
all around us. Hope is the reminder of God’s promise of hew beginnings.

Isaiah 43:19 — “See, | am doing a new thing! Now it springs up, do you not
perceive it? | am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the
wasteland.”

March 29 — Palm Sunday: Palm Sunday is the first day of Holy Week. It
reminds us of Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem. He arrived riding on a
donkey amid a celebrating crowd. They waved palm branches joyously to
honor him! (Jesus was announcing that he was the long, awaited King, but not
in the way many expected.)

Continued .....

NEED PRAYER OR KNOW
SOMEONE WHO DOES?

Organized prayer teams are available
to minister to your needs. Please
contact the church office with your
prayer requests.

MEAL MINISTRY

The purpose of our Meal Ministry is to
provide meals for families in our
congregation who are recovering from
an illness, surgery or childbirth. If you
are aware of anyone who may need
meals, please contact the church
office.

Please call the church office if you or a
family member will be admitted into
the hospital.

Thank You!

Si
/HE

IN PERSO
9:00AM @ Sperry
10:00AM @ Mediapolis

ONLINE
10:00AM

www.mepochurch.com/
sermons.html
www.facebook.com/mepochurch

PARKING LOT

10:00AM
Mediapolis Methodist Church
(live only) over 87.9 FM

PAGE 2 CONNECT

MARCH 2026



http://www.mepoumc.com/sermons.html
http://www.mepoumc.com/sermons.html
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This was prophesized in the Old Testament...

Zechariah 9:9 — “Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you,
righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

March marks renewal as spring begins. It is a time to reflect on God’s promises and the new beginnings he offers.
2 Corinthians 5:17 — “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come.”

Hosanna! Hosanna in the Highest!

If someone asked you to explain the gospel, what would you say? What is the good news of the Christian
faith? Writing to the Galatians, Paul made it clear how easily we can be tempted to turn toward fraudulent
gospels, especially those that teach we can earn God’s love through our works. Though they may have the
appearance of truth, they are lifeless and leave us empty in the end. These are the truths we've been
discussing over the last several weeks and wrapped up in February. We ended the month with a game night
in the lounge, which 21 students attended!

MCYG's Annual Dessert Auction is quickly approaching! Please note that it will be held at the Youth Center
(formerly the Presbyterian Church) this year. Everyone is welcome to join us on Sunday, March 22nd
starting at noon for a free will donation lunch with a dessert auction to follow. Lunch will include pork loin
sandwiches, baked beans, potato salad, and chips, along with your choice of lemonade, coffee or water.
After lunch, desserts made by our students will be auctioned off to the highest bidder. We will also have a
"Buy It Now" table for those who cannot stay for the auction or who want a more budget friendly option.
We hope you will come and let us serve you for the day.

Please pray for God's leading and direction as we wrap up the last few months of the MCYG year. May He
be glorified through this ministry.

In His Service,

Jenny McGhee
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JOIN US FOR

WEDNESDAY NIGHT
BIBLESTUDY

WEDNESDAYS
6:00 PM @ MEPO

Spring fo YWé YVCI in fairhl

Sunday March 8
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You’re invited to a
special Easter
program brought
to you by our
Mediapolis Sunday
School kids

SUNDAY,
MARCH 29
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MARCH DAILY BIBLE READING GUIDE

One of the best ways to know God is to become acquainted with the full counsel of His written Word.
This reading plan will guide you through all 66 books of the Bible in the coming year

Joshua 11-13
Joshua 14 - 17
10 Joshua 18 - 20
11 Joshua21-22

19 Judges 17 -19
20 Judges 20-21
21 Ruth1-4

22 1Samuel1-3

30 1 Samuel 25-27
31 1 Samuel 28 — 31

O 1 Deuteronomy26—27 O 12 Joshua23-24 O 23 1Samueld4-7

O 2 Deuteronomy28-—29 O 13 Judges1-3 O 24 1Samuel 8—-12
O 3 Deuteronomy30-32 O 14 Judges4-5 O 25 1Samuel13-14
O 4 Deuteronomy33-34 O 15 Judges6-8 O 26 1Samuel 15-16
O 5 Joshual-4 O 16 Judges9-10 O 27 1Samuel 17 -18
O 6 Joshua5-7 O 17 Judges11-13 O 28 1Samuel19-21
O 7 Joshua8-10 O 18 Judges 14-16 O 29 1Samuel22-24
O 8 O O

O 9 O O

O O

O O

L
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g * This Month...

Communion will be celebrated

A.% @ EE o
2nd Sunday Social @ Sperry

0000 2026 Sunday, Mar 8—10:15 AM
é BIRTHDAYS Sperry Women'’s Group
é THIS MONTH Wednesday, Mar 11—2:00 PM
3/02 Jill Murphy ¢ 2 Prayer Group @ Sperry
3/04 Samuel Lane < .‘f Thursday, Mar 12 & 26—6:15 PM
3/06 Sandy Hill

Solid Grounds Coffee Bar

3/09 Dawson Brader
3/11 Lori Thie '

Sunday, Mar 15—9:15 AM

3/12 Deb Shelman

gﬁi LDaur.Z Eo;’ltes SPRC Meeting @ Sperry
avid Nollen .

3/18 Zoe Moehle Monday, Mar 16—6:30 PM

3/20 Dan Murphy, Natalie Steffener .

3/22 Irene Kinney ‘ Sperry Ad Council

3/24 Sandra Wyss Tuesday, Mar 17—6:00 PM

3/27 Terri Johnson . . .
3/29 Mary Steffener Mediapolis Ad Council

) MDA ek

3/07 Mike & Lori Thie
3/08 Hank & Alice Thie

3/09 Randy & Joni Hollingsworth
3/19 Tony & Diane Patterson
3/25 Tom & Kathy Thomson
3/28 Bryan & Julie Moehle




