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Easter is so close, | can feel it!
Actually, it almost feels like the 4th of
July as warm as it has been at times.
However, we have had plenty of
reminders that we are barely into the
season of Spring. Snow, ice,
tornadoes, hail, red flag advisories...
Honestly, I’'m not sure what to think
about this span of four seasons all at
once. At the very least, it can leave a
person guessing, “What Next?”
Sometimes it’s like that in life. We
have our highs, we have our lows,
sometimes a moment of coasting
along, and then comes a roller
coaster. “What Next,” is about as
common of a thought as anything
else. There are times we can even ask
this kind of question in our faith walk.
Things go well, things may struggle,
occasionally we find the anticipated
road, and suddenly something throws
us for a loop. “What Next?” As we are
so close to Easter, | can’t help but
think of the disciples and how they
may have had these kinds of feelings.
Ministry with Jesus was going great.
Sure, there were low times when the
Pharisees were accusing them and
Jesus, but there were definitely times
of exuberant joy; like Jesus feeding
the multitudes, or Jesus healing the
blind, paralyzed, and possessed. I'm
sure they had seasons when they felt
like things were coasting along well,
especially as Jesus sent them out in
pairs to minister in the surrounding
towns. But oh, what a roller coaster it
was during his last week. A myriad of
people worshiping Jesus as he rode in
on a donkey, and then Jesus turned
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the tables of the money changers.
Deep teachings about truly living as
disciples, then teachings about how
Jesus would face death and would
have leave the disciples. An amazing
proclamation about the new
covenant through his body and
blood, and suddenly Jesus’ body was
beaten and his blood was spilled.
“What Next?” Hidden away, they
waited for what was next. We know
today, and they figured it out very
early on Sunday morning, the
“Next” was a resurrected Jesus. But
we also know this isn’t the part
where they all lived happily ever
after. Just 40 short days later, Jesus
ascended into heaven, leaving them
as he said he would have to. But he
also said he would not abandon
them, and that the Holy Spirit would
be with them. That same Holy Spirit
brings us through our “What Next”
moments today. Whether it’s about
the weather we face, the struggles
life can bring, or a faltering stumble
on our walk of faith, God’s Holy
Spirit is what has (and always will)
bring us through every season.
Prepare your hearts to celebrate
with unstoppable joy this coming
Easter and be sure to share news of
what God has done through Jesus
dying on the cross and being raised
to new life. Somebody’s “What
Next” is trusting in Jesus. | can feel
that, too. Have a blessed Easter and
a blessed April.

In Christ,



REACH: “READ ... REVIVE...RESTORE”

This is a new addition to the monthly newsletter from the REACH Ministry: May it
be “Good Reading, Reviving the Holy Spirit, and Restoring a strong faith!”

APRIL is a month of renewal, hope and the resurrection of Jesus Christ-
In Old Testament times, April was called Aviv, the first month of the Hebrew
calendar.

The scripture for April, Psalm 7 18:24 - "This is the day the Lord has made; we
will rejoice and be glad in it." This reminds us that each day is a special gift
from God. We should not take it for granted. It also is a time to speak positively
to those around us and make the most of the opportunities that come our way.

April 1 -April Fool's Day-There is no biblical origin here, but we are reminded
of biblical principles regarding wisdom, truth and the contrast between
foolishness and discernment. Proverbs 14:8 - "The wisdom of the prudent is to
give thought to their ways; but the folly of fools is deception."
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HOLY WEEK

April 2 - Maundy Thursday -John 13:34 - "A new command | give you: Love
one another. As | have loved you, so you must love one another." Jesus
shared communion with the disciples at the Last Supper. He also washed their
feet. A sign of humility and Love.

April 3 - Good Friday - Isaiah 53:5 - "But he was pierced for our
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought
us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed." This is a Holy Day, a
day of mourning, commemorating the crucifixion of Jesus and his death.

April 5 - Easter - Hallelujah — Matthew 28:6- "He is not here. He has risen,
just as He said. Come and see the place where He lay." This day celebrates
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, marking the third day after his death. He is

risen! He is risen indeed!

April 22 - Earth Day - Psalms 96; 7 7, 12 - "Your Love, Lord, reaches to the
heavens, your faithfulness to the skies, your righteousness is Like the highest
mountains, you justice like the great deep. You, Lord, preserve both people
and animals. "This is a day to raise public awareness of a day for the
protection and betterment of the environment. A day to plant a tree, to clean up
the ditches and to enjoy the beauty of a world God has provided.

The Old Farmer's Almanac - This will be the last year this famous
periodical will be published. First published in 1818, this year will be the 208th
annual issue, it's last. Robert B. Thomas was the original editor. Born in 1766
and passed in 1846. Yet, this "Farmer's Bible" continued to be printed annually
with planting dates, harvest dates, livestock production practice dates and daily
weather forecasts, usually from the sun and moon cycles, and with corny ads,
grandma's old remedies and educational articles.

Genesis 8:22- - "As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and
heat, Summer and winter, day and night - will never cease."

Oops - April Fools. After writing this, it was brought to my attention that this will
NOT be the last issue of "America's Link to the past". A new publisher has
taken over the duties to continue publishing the Old Farmer's Alamac.
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Continued....

NEED PRAYER OR KNOW
SOMEONE WHO DOES?

Organized prayer teams are available
to minister to your needs. Please
contact the church office with your
prayer requests.

MEAL MINISTRY

The purpose of our Meal Ministry is to
provide meals for families in our
congregation who are recovering from
an illness, surgery or childbirth. If you
are aware of anyone who may need
meals, please contact the church
office.

Please call the church office if you or a
family member will be admitted into
the hospital.

Thank You!
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IN PERSO
9:00AM @ Sperry
10:00AM @ Mediapolis

ONLINE
10:00AM

www.mepochurch.com/
sermons.html
www.facebook.com/mepochurch

PARKING LOT

10:00AM
Mediapolis Methodist Church
(live only) over 87.9 FM
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http://www.mepoumc.com/sermons.html
http://www.mepoumc.com/sermons.html
http://www.facebook.com/mepoumc

e “Don't throw stones at your neighbors, if your home has glass windows.”
e “A cold and moist April fills the cellar and fattens the cows.”
e “If it thunders on All Fool's Day, it brings good crops of corn and hay.”

”

People don't talk like that anymore. It is good that these conversations are kept alive.”... As long as the earth endures.

Our April prayer — "Lord, as April opens her gentle hands, we come before you with a heart ready to be renewed. You
have carried us through the cold of winter and now as days grow warmer, teach us to walk in step with your grace. Let
the rain wash away the dust of doubt and fear. In this month of growth, help us plant seeds of compassion, faith and
joy, trusting that through you, they will flourish. Amen.”

He is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!

YOUTH GRCUP NEWS

March Recap:

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who made the 2026 MCYG Annual Dessert Auction a sweet success!
» To the amazing students and their families who whipped up those drool-worthy desserts!

> To our fabulous volunteers who kept everything running smoothly!

> To the Sperry Global Methodist Church for preparing and donating the side dishes for our free-will
donation lunch!

To Richard Pfeiff for smoking the pork loins we served!

To the Mellinger's for making their famous homemade ice cream to auction off!

To Mike & Lori Thie for donating a quarter beef to auction off!

To Dan Weber, our incredible auctioneer!

And to all the community members who came out and generously bid and donated funds! MCYG
wouldn't be the same without your support! We are so blessed to be a part of such a kind community!

V V V V V

Please continue to pray for the Lord's direction for MCYG. We are trusting Him to raise up the right person
to lead MCYG. He is good and faithful to provide! ~

In His service, P

Jenny McGhee
MCYG Director
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APRIL DAILY BIBLE READING GUIDE
One of the best ways to know God is to become acquainted with the full counsel of His written Word.
This reading plan will guide you through all 66 books of the Bible in the coming year
O 1 2Samuell—3 O 12 1Kings8—9 O 23 2Kings 14—16
O 2 2Samuel4—7 O 13 1Kings10—12 O 24 2Kings17—18
O 3 2Samuel8—11 O 14 1Kings 13—15 O 25 2Kings 19—21
O 4 2Samuel 12—13 O 15 1Kings16—18 O 26 2Kings22—23
O 5 2Samuel 14—16 O 16 1Kings 19—20 O 27 2Kings 24—25
O 6 2Samuel17—19 O 17 1Kings21—22 O 28 1 Chronicles 1—2
O 7 2Samuel 20—22 O 18 2Kings1—3 O 29 1 Chronicles 3—4
O 8 2Samuel23—24 O 19 2Kings4—5 O 30 1 Chronicles 5—6
O 9 1Kingsl—2 O 20 2Kings 6—8
O 10 1Kings3—5 O 21 2Kings9—10
O 11 1Kings6—7 O 22 2Kings11—13

This Month...
Easter Sunday Sunday, Apr 5

Sperry Egg Hunt
Sunday, Apr 5—Following the

2026 Worship Service

‘ : —
2 BIR.\.HDAYS Sperry Women’s Group

2 THIS MONTH . Wednesday, Apr 8—2:00 PM

4/01 Carrie Carruthers, ) Prayer Group @ Sperry
Devin Mellinger, Carol Staley 6 0 'Yl Thursday, Apr 9 & 23—6:15 PM
4/02 Colleen Earnest, 0 6 ' O

Don Fischer, Scott Grover ) ' Communion will be celebrated
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4/05 Haley Clover You make springs | on Sunday, Apr 12

4/06 Susie Green, Dryver Fenton gu‘;—ﬁ, M n e M&g&' '

4/07 Dan Weber They flow Between 2nd Sunday Social @ Sperry

4/08 Madilynn Hunerdosse, the m Sundav. Aor 12—10:15 AM
Braden Manning : - Y, AP '

4/10 Mark Hay PSALM 104: [0, ESV

CPR Class @ MCYG Center
Sunday, Apr 18—10:00 AM —

4/12 Tracy Brader
4/17 Megan Jones-Williams

4/18 Brooks Elder, Rhonda Klenk 12:00 PM

4/20 Keshia Graese

4/25 Sally Schrock @ AN NIV[RSARIES Solid Grounds Coffee Bar
4/28 Chris Allen, Liz Lane THIS MONTH Sunday, Apr 19—9:15 AM

4/29 Joe H Kay Wil
/29 Joe Hassman, Kay Wilson 4/15 Mike & Beth Moehle

4/27 Mark & Cheryl Lieurance Sperry Ad Council
4/30 Ryan & Renee Hunerdosse Tuesday, Apr 21—6:00 PM
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Mediapolis Ad Council
Tuesday, Apr 21—7:30 PM




