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Most of you have heard by now that
beginning June 1st, | have been
appointed to a different community
and charge. In our last month together,
| want to give you the encouragement
and reminder | have held onto as well.
Our Methodist Heritage includes
itineracy, and our seasons in ministry
do change from time to time. This is
one of the ways God works through the
gifts and graces of clergy and
congregations as He brings about His
will and works through His good plan.
For the past ten years, | have had the
blessing of serving Mediapolis and
Sperry, and what an amazing decade it
has been. We have accomplished
much, to the glory of God and by the
strength of the Holy Spirit. Much is still
yet to be done, and | fully believe God
will accomplish this through you as
your next pastor comes. The seeds |
have planted here, another will water.
But it is God who will make it grow. And
God always makes it grow so long as we
stay connected to Jesus and tuned in to
the mission God has placed in our
hearts. This is where you will make a
difference. The same Holy Spirit Jesus
promised to send when he ascended to
the right hand of the Father is the same
Holy Spirit that is in you and me. The
same power that raised Jesus from the
dead is the same power that lifts and
strengthens you right now, and in the
years to come. This movement we are a
part of through the Global Methodist
Church is not just a standing ground for
our faith, it is a reclaiming of our
Wesleyan heritage to proclaim Christ
and Christ crucified until the whole
world knows about God’s love and the
saving grace He has offered through
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Jesus. My last Sunday with you will be
May 24th, but | encourage you to let
God grow the seeds that have been
planted. Water those seeds through
your faithful worship, your love for
your neighbor, and in the way you
continue to serve others. Plant more
seeds and water those, too. When
you welcome your new pastor, | know
you will welcome them with the same
love and kindness you have showered
upon me and my family. One of the
best welcomes they can receive is to
see how you have remained faithful
to God’s call in these days and weeks
ahead. Remember, it is Jesus who
called you, and he still calls you today
to make an impact for the kingdom of
God. | am no Apostle Paul, but | will
share his words to the church in
Philippi as | close my final newsletter
in serving here at Mediapolis and
Sperry. ...if you have any
encouragement from being united
with Christ, if any comfort from his
love, if any common sharing in the
Spirit, if any tenderness and
compassion, then make my joy
complete by being like-minded,
having the same love, being one in
spirit and of one mind. Do nothing
out of selfish ambition or vain
conceit. Rather, in humility value
others above yourselves, not looking
to your own interests but each of you
to the interests of the others. In your
relationships with one another, have
the same mindset as Christ Jesus...
~Philippians 2:1-5

In Christ, with the deepest of love,




READ

REVIVE
RESTORE

MAY is often associated with growth, renewal, remembrance, and the beauty of
God's creation coming into full bloom. You know the saying, "April showers bring
May flowers." Matthew 6:28-29- "And why do you worry about clothes? See how
the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even
Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these."

MAY is a month with several celebrations: May Day, Mothers' Day, Pentecost,
Graduations, and Memorial Day.

May 1-May Day: This day marks the halfway mark between spring and summer. A
fun day of celebration. Years ago, boys and girls would dance around a May Pole
holding colorful streamers. Not that long ago and maybe still today, there was the
May Day Basket.

Paper baskets would be made and decorated and then filled with treats and flowers.
Young people would take the basket to a friend's house, set the basket back down,
knock on the door and run. The idea was that the friend would come out of the
house and chase the deliverer. If caught, a kiss was owed. While a kiss is not
necessary, try making some baskets and share them with friends, fellow workers, or
one in a nursing home. Add a prayer or scripture of comfort and love.

1 Thessalonians 5:11 - "Therefore encourage one another and build each other up,
just as in fact you are doing."

May 4-10- National Family Week: A dedicated week prior to Mothers' Day to do
things together as a family in different ways that is fun, bonding and for long lasting.
Try a family night out for food, a movie, or some event- together.

Genesis 18:19: "I have singled him out so that he will direct his sons and their families
to keep the way of the Lord by doing what is right and just."

May 10- Mothers' Day: The second Sunday of May to celebrate and honor our
mothers. Send a card, buy flowers, and maybe have family get togethers or dinners. It
originally was promoted by giving white carnations to the mother. Overtime, pink or
red carnations have become standard. Still, it is a day to give mom a break and let her
take a day off fro regular duties and rest. Take time to remember mom the best way
you can: a phone call, card, flower or a visit, or all the above.

Proverbs 31 :25-26: "She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh at the
days to come. She speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue."
Proverbs 31 is all about women and moms.

Graduation: can be several dates in late May: Seniors celebrate the completion of
school, the first big step in life. Many commencement speakers will give good advice
from experiences in their life and give graduates a heads up on what might lie ahead.
Put God First will be a great idea. Find a church wherever you land if leaving home.
Church is not a building; it is a family that you can share with. Lou Holtz leaves
graduates with Trust, Commitment and Love. Three main themes needed to go
forward in life with success. And he says four things everybody needs: You need
something to do, you need someone to love, you need someone to believe in (Jesus
Christ, our Lord) and you need something to hope for. All good advice, seniors.
Congratulations and Best of Luck in your future endeavors!

Jeremiah 29: 11: "For | know the plans | have for you, declares the Lord, plans to
prosper you and not harm you, plans to give you hope and a future."

Make these sweet sandwiches
for a Mother’s Day tea party.

What you need:
® 4 0z. cream cheese, softened
* 1 cup heavy cream
¢ 3 Tablespoons powdered sugar
* 1 teaspoon lemon juice
® 6-10 strawberries, washed
and sliced
* 6 slices of
white bread
¢ Cellophane
* Adult help

What you do:

1. With an electric mixer, whip the
cream cheese in a bowl until fluffy.

2. Add cream, powdered sugar, and
lemon juice. Continue whipping on high
speed until mixture is stiff.

3. On each slice of bread, spread a layer
of the mixture. Then arrange some
sliced strawberries on top.

4. Place the sandwiches together,
with filling on the inside.

5. Wrap tightly in cellophane. Chill for
two hours so the filling sets.

6. Trim off crusts with a serrated knife.
Cut sandwiches in squares or triangles.

Serve and enjoy!
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May 24- Pentecost- This day is important in Christianity as it marks the moment the followers of Jesus were empowered to
begin their mission. It is not just another event in the Bible; it is the point where everything changed. It comes 50 days after
Easter. It's the day the message of Jesus moved from a small group and began to reach the world.

Acts 2: 1-4: "When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent
wind came from Heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that
separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit..."

May 25- Memorial Day- This day is celebrated on the last Monday of May. A day of honoring the men and women who lost
their lives while in the military. It originally was called Decoration Day where the graves of the lost were decorated with flowers.
Now it's a big family day, with barbeque, games and a day off. But find some time to take a flower to the grave of a lost
serviceman and stand for a quiet moment and thank them for their service in defending this country.

John 15: 13: "Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one'’s life for one's friends."

You can feel the themes of May: enjoying the outdoors and its beauty; enjoying friends and family and remembering those
that made the ultimate sacrifice. All making use of God's flowers!

Prayer: "Our Heavenly Father, as we move into this new month, we thank you for the gift of life, for the beauty of spring and
for the promise of fresh beginnings. May this May be filled with peace and joy and opportunities to grow in faith and love. Bless
our families, friends and communities with health, unity and protection. Guide our steps so that we walk in wisdom and kindness.
Let this month be a season of renewal - in our hearts, minds and spirits. May our lives reflect Your light to those around us. We
remember and thank you for those whose lives were cut short so that we can enjoy You and freedom. In Jesus' name,

Amen.

MCYG's annual Dessert Auction was held on March 23rd and we were tremendously blessed! We are so appreciative
of those who came out to support MCYG! We wouldn't have an event if it weren't for you! Thank you to all of our
students who brought desserts, you did a SPECTACULAR job! And to all MCYG leaders who helped at the event and
who pour into the kids each week at youth group. You all ROCK and this program wouldn't succeed without you!
Special thank you's to the following: the Sperry GMC for letting us use the fellowship hall and preparing potato salad,
baked beans, etc.; Dan Weber for doing a marvelous job of auctioneering for us; the Mellinger's for making and
donating YUMMY homemade ice cream; and Roger Fjeld for cooking the pork loins for us. It takes a lot of hands to
pull this event together and we appreciate ALL of them! THANK YOU from the bottom of our hearts!

Please be in prayer for our upcoming mission trip to North Carolina. We desire to be the hands and feet of Jesus as
we serve this community in the clean-up/rebuilding phase they are going through. A specific prayer request would be
that there are no issues with the rental vehicles. This might seem like a petty request, but when you have 15 people
traveling and the rental place doesn't have the 12 passenger van you reserved months ago, it becomes an issue! And
we have had many issues with this, so prayers would be greatly appreciated!

Thank you for supporting us in the venture! We appreciate you!

In His service,
Jenny McGhee, MCYG Director
319-752-7008 | MediapolisCommunityYouthGroup@gmail.com
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MAY DAILY BIBLE READING GUIDE

One of the best ways to know God is to become acquainted with the full counsel of His written Word.
This reading plan will guide you through all 66 books of the Bible in the coming year
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THIS MONTH

5/01 Adam Dziulko, Cathy Larson,
Russell Moehle

5/02 Claire Schmidt

5/03 Jordan Steffener

5/04 Bev McKasson

5/05 Matt Cummings, Tanya Smith

5/06 Brent Hicks, Clint Parry,
Gloria Warner

5/08 Dallyn Schmidt

5/10 Corky Cover

5/12 Mickey Hobbs

5/14 Kenton Klenk

5/15 Georgia Allen
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5/18 Mike Chenoweth, Aiden Schmidt,

Kathy Thomson
5/20 John Cortum, Tom Jones,

Leighton Schulte
5/21 Arnie Crouch
5/22 Addison Breder
5/23 Ryan Hunerdosse

5/27 Martha Shelman, Lyn Isom
5/28 Troy Stephens

m]thWvomjﬂdemg
c'w HOM shALL [ § END

= AND HOW]LL GO FR T [ D5
A WHOLE qﬁml 'l(s

‘ 4

stozand!.

S SENDME::
(’_/’"

ANNIVERSARTES

THIS MONTH
5/10 Ken & Gail Davis
5/11 Ken & Kathleen Dziulko
5/21 Arnie & Jane Crouch
5/26 Chuck & Carol Staley
5/30 Brian & Lyn Isom

O 1 1cChronicles7-9 O 12 2 Chronicles17 —20 O 23 Nehemiah8-10
O 2 1cChronicles10-12 O 13 2 Chronicles 21 —24 O 24 Nehemiah11-13
O 3 1 cChronicles13-16 O 14 2 Chronicles 25-28 O 25 Esther1-5
O 4 1 Chronicles17-19 O 15 2 Chronicles 29 -31 O 26 Esther6-10
O 5 1 Chronicles20-23 O 16 2 Chronicles 32 —-34 O 27 Job1-4
O 6 1Chronicles 24 -26 O 17 2 Chronicles 35-36 O 28 Job5-8
O 7 1 Chronicles27-29 O 18 Ezral-4 O 29 Job9-12
O 8 2cChronicles1-4 O 19 Ezra5-7 O 30 Job13-16
O 9 2Chronicles5-7 O 20 Ezra8-10 O 31 Job17-20
O 10 2 Chronicles8—-11 O 21 Nehemiah1-3
O 11 2 Chronicles12-16 O 22 Nehemiah4-7
% This Montbh...
2 Communion will be celebrated
? on Sunday, May 3
z
2026 Sunday School Program @

Mepo
Sunday, May 10—10:00 AM

2nd Sunday Social @ Sperry
Sunday, May 10—10:15 AM

Sperry Women'’s Group

Wednesday, May 13—2:00 PM

Prayer Group @ Sperry
Thursday, May 14 & 28—6:15 PM

Solid Grounds Coffee Bar
Sunday, May 17—9:15 AM

Sperry Ad Council
Tuesday, May 19—6:00 PM

Mediapolis Ad Council
Tuesday, May 19—7:30 PM




