
Welcome Our New Pastor

Ryan Sloan  ·  Christ's Church, Davenport

Currently the Worship & Music Director. Moving
to Mediapolis in late July with his wife Heidi and
sons Clark & Lincoln.

SPECIAL NEWS

July is special this year as we celebrate America’s 250th birthday.
It is a historical milestone named the Semiquincentennial, but
most call it America250. Psalm 119:105 — “Your word is a lamp
for my feet, a light on my path.” REACH will have a God Bless
America display along Mediapolis Road during the holiday.

July encourages reflection, gratitude and trust in God’s guidance.
On reflection, Psalm 33:12 — “Blessed is the nation whose God is
Lord, the people he chose for his inheritance.” On gratitude, Psalm
107:1 — “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures
forever.” On trusting in God’s guidance, Proverbs 3:5-6 — “Trust in
the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make
your paths straight.”

REACH: “READ...REVIVE...RESTORE”SPERRY
11756 SPERRY RD
SPERRY, IA 52650

MEDIAPOLIS
601 NORTH ST

MEDIAPOLIS, IA 52637

9:00 AM | Sunday Worship
10:15 AM | Adult Small Group

9:00 AM | Sunday School
10:00 AM | Sunday Worship

JULY 2026

MAILING ADDRESS
PO BOX 38

MEDIAPOLIS, IA 52637
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OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday—Friday

 9:00 AM—12:00 PM
1:30 PM—4:00 PM
Closed Mondays 

Please welcome them when they get
settled



We need to listen to Isaiah, that the breach needs to be filled.That we need to
reestablish order or America will not make many more birthdays as a Christian based,
democratic republic. 

In 1963, major changes happened to schools that started to change in our culture to
where it is today. In “Abington School District vs Schemp”, the Supreme Court stopped
the reading of the Lord’s Prayer and Bible verses in public schools. 
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JULY 2026

Prayer teams are ready to
diligently pray for and

support your needs. To reach
out for assistance, please

contact the church office or
submit your request through

our app or website.

How Can We
Pray For You?

Meal Ministry
Our Meal Ministry provides

meals for families
recovering from illness,

surgery, or childbirth. If you
know someone in need, or if
you or a family member will

be hospitalized, please
contact the church office.

Sunday Worship

9:00 AM @ Sperry
10:00 AM @ Mediapolis

IN PERSON

ONLINE
10:00 AM

www.mepochurch.com/sermons.html
www.facebook.com/mepochurch

Parking Lot
10:00 AM

Mediapolis Methodist Church
(live only) over 87.9 FM

CONTACT
EMAIL
mepomethch@mepotelco.net

TELEPHONE
mepomethch@mepotelco.net

America is 250 years old this year. So much to celebrate, yet Satan is taking jabs at it’s
future existence on so many fronts. The verse in Isaiah is a warning from Isaiah to the
people at that time who were drifting away from God and his principles. That they had
new idols, new Gods. That Satan was breaking through the walls of God’s principles
and replacing them with sin. They were to reestablish the true principles of God and
plug the hole in the wall and stop Satan’s influence.

Isaiah 58:12 - "Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and will raise up the age-old
foundations; you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, Restorer of Streets with
Dwellings."

A REACH MESSAGE

There was a recent article on “Why have schools stopped teaching American History?”.
History shapes our civic engagement and national identity. Why the concern from the
church? America, in its earliest days, was shaped by the Bible with moral principles and
precepts contained in the Scriptures. It formed the base of our civil constitutions and
law. 

Since that decision crime, divorce, abortion, pornography, drug addiction, same sex
marriages, one parent families, fathers gone, and mental health have all skyrocketed.
At that same time, attendance to churches fell like a rock up to today. 

Even in other areas, non-Christian views are messing with out laws and customs that
do not line up with early American virtues. Socialists and communism are infiltrating
our society. Elementary school children subject to homosexuality, gender change and
queer drag queen assemblies treated as norm. So many walls have been breached by
Satan, with even the United Methodist Church being okay with all of this. We need to
fill the breach. We need to step up, even one child or situation at a time. 

Some states are trying to turn the tide, but are facing huge court cases against them,
yet are still fighting. Louisiana has mandated the display of the Ten Commandments in
the classroom, again courts blocked it. Texas advanced bills of a poster of the Ten
Commandments in classrooms and allow a daily period to pray and read the Bible,
both were passed by the House, now waiting on the Senate. Oklahoma, South Carolina
and Utah have proposed legislation to post the Ten Commandments in the classroom.
Just as 2,500 years ago, God is under attack, and now America. 

Ella Grace Keitzer — born 6/29/26, 6 lbs 15 oz to proud parents Keaton & Keely Keitzer

Callum Michael Fowler —  born 6/28/26, 5 lbs 7 oz to proud parents Aiden & Mika
Fowler

Mabel Lee Lane — born 5/30/26, 7lbs 7 oz to proud parents Sam & Josie Lane



Lately, the Lord has been teaching me something that isn't easy: how to lay my life down—and how to
suffer well.

If I'm honest, I naturally want comfort. I want things to go according to my plans. I want prayers
answered quickly and hardships removed. Yet Jesus never promised His followers a life free from
suffering. Instead, He showed us what faithful suffering looks like.

He laid down His rights. He laid down His comfort. He laid down His own life.

As I've walked through different challenges recently, I've realized that God is often far more interested
in shaping my character than changing my circumstances. Suffering has a way of exposing what we're
really trusting. It reveals where our hope is anchored and invites us to surrender more deeply to Christ.

I'm learning that laying my life down isn't always one dramatic decision. More often, it's choosing
obedience in the ordinary moments. It's forgiving when it's hard. Remaining faithful when no one
notices. Loving when it costs something. Trusting God when I don't understand what He's doing.

The beautiful part is this: when we surrender what we cannot keep, God gives us what cannot be taken
away—His peace, His presence, and a deeper knowledge of Him.

My prayer is that whatever season you find yourself in today, you won't waste your suffering. Bring it to
Jesus. Let Him use it to make you more like Himself. The cross always comes before the resurrection, but
resurrection always comes.

“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.”
— Luke 9:23

Grace and peace,

Haley

BIBLE BITS FROM HALEY
A small devotional thought from Haley

Learning to Lay My Life Down
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JULY 4 - INDEPENDENCE DAY 
1 Peter 2:16 - “Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil;
live as God’s slaves.”

JULY 7-9 - MEDIAPOLIS VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Proverbs 22:6 - “Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are
old they will not turn from it”

JULY 12- SPERRY OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE
Sperry Church will worship outdoors on Sunday, July 12 at Tom and Linda Jones’ home.
Brunch to follow.

JULY 19- MEDIAPOLIS MEMBERSHIP SUNDAY
Join us at the Mediapolis Aquatic Center at 6:00 PM for an evening of swimming,
fellowship, and fun for all ages! Bring your family, invite your friends, and come enjoy a
great evening together as we celebrate our church family. We'll also be giving a warm
welcome to our new pastor, Ryan Sloan, and his family as they begin this new chapter
with our parish. 

JULY 19 - BRENT VERNON
Join us on Sunday, July 19 as Brent Vernon & Sam lead a special morning of worship
and music at both Sperry and Mediapolis! Bring your family, invite your friends, and
come experience an uplifting time of worship together. This is a service the whole
family can enjoy—and the kids are sure to love it!

Pastor Bruce and Tanya will
celebrate their 25th
wedding anniversary on
July 28, 2026. Cards can be
dropped in the designated
basket at the sanctuary or
you can obtain the address
by contacting the church
office




